
Interview with Anthony Hollinger 

Mr. Howard: How are you? 

Mr. Hollinger: I'm doing great how are you? 

Mr. Howard: Good. Why don't you go ahead and introduce yourself to me. First and last name? 

Mr. Hollinger: My name is Anthony Hollinger. H-O-L-L-I-N-G-E-R.  

Mr. Howard: And you’re a member here? 

Mr. Hollinger: Oh yeah. 

Mr. Howard: And how long have you been a member? 

Mr. Hollinger: I've been a member about a year. But I’ve actually been associated with the Post 

for as many as six to seven years because of my exploration of the American 

Legion's presence in D.C. I actually came across the Post. Had the privilege of 

getting a tour of what we're sitting amongst right now and knew it was a special 

place. My activities back then took me elsewhere so I didn't actually join as a 

member of the Post then, but once I got back settled in D.C. I knew this was a 

place I wanted to be associated with. 

 I also happen to be working at American University now. Very much by 

happenstance in terms of relation to this project. But once I learned that the law 

school students were helping to immortalize the history of the Post, it made me so 

proud to be a part of American University, but it's one of those rare things in life 

where you feel like you are going on the right path because you get led back to 

something you felt was important that you really hadn't had a chance to embrace, 

but now I have that opportunity to fully embrace what Post 5 represents. 

Mr. Howard: And what do you do at American? 

Mr. Hollinger: Right now I'm the director for Initiatives for Student Engagement in the 

University. I've been up there at the university for five years now. I initially 

joined as director of the Facilities Operations. So the university had just come 

through a very big buildout. Built a new Law School which these students are 

getting a chance to enjoy. But more recently I switched over into the Campus Life 

Initiative which has given me the opportunity to more directly interact with the 

students at the Law School and also at the main campus. 



Mr. Howard: So you're one of the younger members, here I would imagine. 

Mr. Hollinger: I am. I'm probably not the youngest. There's a couple good-looking guys sitting 

over there who may be in the running for that. 

Mr. Howard: So, kind of talk to me a little bit about what drew you into this Post and to join? 

Mr. Hollinger: I'm from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania originally and although my father is a 

Korean War vet – was, I should say; he passed away a couple years ago now. And 

also my oldest and youngest brothers enlisted in the Air Force and had great 

careers.  

 We never really talked about our service, our family's service, but I'm a very 

curious guy so there’s always got to be purpose behind what I do. I actually 

attended the United States Naval Academy for a number of reasons. One being 

the vision, one a football scholarship, the other being Annapolis, Maryland is a 

great place. Then obviously the traditions of the Academy itself. But I still kind of 

felt my way into it, but the more that I look back on that experience and the fact 

that I was wise enough to choose to become a marine when I graduated, the more 

I'm appreciating what the American Legion represented and I think has to 

represent going forward in terms of my association with my military service and 

that of many others. 

 There's an American Legion Post a couple blocks from my house in Philadelphia 

where I grew up. When I go back home now, my route takes me right by it. I 

stopped in a couple times just to see those folks and also see some of the history 

that that represents. It's not as well organized and not as deep, if you will, in terms 

of what is represented, but I know there's a great history there as well. 

 So the opportunity to work with the gentlemen here in the nation's capital is just 

something that, again, I think it's one of those life opportunities. I worked with the 

headquarters, American Legion headquarters downtown. Post 1 as it is referred to, 

there's something special about Post 5 and what it represents in terms of being in 

the community, but also in the nation's capital where you hear a lot of disparaging 

remarks about local D.C. and whatever people perceive D.C. to be, it's great to be 

here and know that these gentlemen in this post represent the true essence of local 

D.C.  

 Citizens who have served, who continue to serve, who are just looking for that 

opportunity to do things that these gentleman had to do in the face of great 

resistance and when I think about my opportunity to go to a military academy, I 



did serve in Operation Desert Shield and Storm but it was very different. I'm 

proud of that service, but to think about the resistance and the derogatory remarks 

and negative energy that these guys had to deal with and still choose to serve and 

today still come and represent the essence of that service is tremendous. 

Mr. Howard: And that also, at least to me, kind of speaks to the importance of this history and 

being able to educate future generations on that. What do you think about that? 

Mr. Hollinger: Oh, absolutely. So I've had some great opportunities in my life. I got a chance to 

attend [inaudible] business school after I got out of the Marine Corps, but this is 

one of the most important activities and just entities I've ever been associated with 

for just that reason.  

 I have a ten-year-old son now, and when I talk to him about what it means for me 

having served as a Marine and how he should think about service, not that he 

necessarily is going to choose that route, but right now he knows that I served. He 

knows of my association here with the Post. I almost brought him to a meeting we 

had over the weekend but he had a soccer game.  

 But I think that the connection to the history of the Legion is critically important 

to the most advantaged but especially to those who are challenged in so many 

ways because again the struggle and honor and achievements shown in the face of 

struggle that goes beyond what many people are dealing with today I think just 

has tremendous potential. 

 And that's why we've got to do two things. One, we’ve got to capture this and 

make sure it's available, but the other reason I'm glad to be at American 

University and see the energy of these students is because we’ve got to get those 

who’ve benefit in the long run to recognize and embrace it. It took me a while to 

come to that realization but now that I have, there are a lot of ways that we're 

capturing this information and being here in D.C. is a great opportunity because 

there is a connection with the national leadership of the American Legion. 

 The local D.C. government really has not yet truly understood and embraced the 

power and the [inaudible 00:08:28] that, I think, the Post and these gentlemen 

represent. Fortunately I'm in a position to try to help with that and deliver that 

message so this is again one of the best things I've ever been involved with in my 

life. 

Mr. Howard: This Post dates back to several decades before Civil Rights were a thing. How is 

that history valuable not only in today's world but as we move forward? 



Mr. Hollinger: Again, I'll say I'm much more informed now at this point in my life. having done 

some of the things I've mentioned, but even as a young boy in the streets of 

Philadelphia, to try to understand what Civil Rights meant to -- as I said, my 

father was a Korean War ... We never talked about it. My brothers’ and my 

decision to join the military was very independent. 

 My older brother went to Howard University for a couple years and decided he 

wanted to do something else. My younger brother was very much into computers 

and decided he wanted to go into the Air Force. Again, I cannot say that my 

decision was based on the honor and primarily on the honor and opportunity but I 

think now I have a direct connection to the Civil Rights movement. The idea that 

I'm in a position to stand up in the face of some of the challenges we have right 

now. 

 In two ways, one connect with my seniors who are, it's almost like having 

conversations that I didn't have with my father about perspective [inaudible 

00:10:19], but the other is my son and my nieces and nephews -- to be able to help 

make sure they understand this is a time that calls for them to step up.  

 But I know, too, you need motivation, you need energy to be able to do 

everything you need to do. Go to school to try to avoid some of the distractions in 

life. So that energy and motivation that the Legion association and the 

contributions to the Civil Rights movement is something I think that America and 

the world is critically relying on and so again there's nothing more important I'm 

working on. 

Mr. Howard: There will be classes of students beyond these two as this project evolves. Paint 

me the blue-sky picture. Where would you like to see this project go to? 

Mr. Hollinger: I would definitely like to see this room, this place, again full of energetic people 

who know that they are amongst like minds, people who are dedicated to 

something beyond themselves and are committed to it. So I think that's a real 

opportunity especially here in Washington D.C. because it is such an under 

[appreciated community?] and underappreciated opportunity. 

 But I think American University is playing a special part in this because we've got 

this project happening with the law school students but I'm also part of Americans 

Veterans Liaison Network where they're trying to make sure the students who are 

there as veterans are getting the full support they need to be able to be successful. 



 And so the opportunity to connect with those students and also the veterans who 

are on the staff of American University with this project and the Post here is 

tremendous because it's not that far in terms of being able to interact. And there's 

only one nation's capital and the fact that American University is taking the lead 

in supporting the Post in this way, I hope it's going to set -- I can tell you it will 

set a precedent in D.C. because I've been in D.C. now for 16 years and my wife 

who graduated from American for 25. I can tell you this will set a precedent for 

engagement and support that D.C. needs. 

 But I also hope that it sets a precedent for what happens across the country. I'm 

aware that through the Legion that there are other universities that have affiliated 

with local Posts and so I'm hoping that we can do the same. 

 At this point it's really just starting out because the veteran students at American 

University are still finding their way but within the Law School and the main 

campus and the history of the Post here I see tremendous opportunity to be able to 

connect and energize veterans young and old. 

Mr. Howard: Awesome. Thanks so much for your time. 

Mr. Hollinger: Thank you. 

 

 


